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NARRATIVE 


- OF THE 
Wonderful Deliverance 
OF 
SAMUEL JENNINGS, Eſq; 


Advertiſement. 


The Writer of the following Letter, was à 
Perſon of a good Underſtanding, of great 
dobriety and Uprightneſs, and ſuſtained a very 
fair Character to his Death, which was in the 
ear 1764, in an advanced Age.—He bore 
in his Body the Marks of the terrible aſſault 
herein related ; the particulars of which he 
often repeated, and the following Letter was 
found among his Papers, and is publiſhed by 
his Son to perpetuate the Remembrance of 
this ſignal Providence. 


1 — 
/ -» Printed in the Year 1765. 
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| We 

Honoured Sir, We 

0 3 ſic 

| CCORDING to your Requeſt, when de 
I was at your houſe above a year ago, ble 

I have now taken in hand to give you Se 

an account of that diſaſter which befel mein W ne. 
the Weſt Indies, which was after the follow- the 
ing manner. It was in the year 1703, | W mc 


think in the month of October, that I ws MW ca 
impreſſed on board a frigate, in Carliſle Bay, W pu 
called the Milford, which was a ſtation ſhip { b 
for the iſland of Barbados ; and after about far 
four or five months continuance on board far 
faid ſhip, I became exceeding reſtleſs about vet 
my way of living; and I ſhall give you ſome alu 
of the reaſons that made me ſo. And firſt! the 
obſerved that many times when men were W 
fick of fevers and other diſtempers, they were I it: 
beaten to work, when men that were drunk dri 
were eaſily excuſed, tho' they were common- ſid 
ly a third of our number when there was Wh 
work to do. And one time, being ſick my- 
ſelf of a fever, ſo that my legs would ſcarce 
carry me without help of my hands, I was 
commanded up to work; I told the 1 


| (0 


| was ſick and could not work; he ſaid 1 
lied, and thereupon drove me, with ſeveral 
others in the ſame condition, upon deck, 
(ſome of whom dicd the next day) then 1 
went to the Captain and told him that I, with 
ſome others, ere beaten to work, though we 
were lick and not able to work: He faid we 
were raſcals, and the doctor ſaid we were not 
ſick? whereupon we were forced to ſtay on 
deck ſome time, and had now and then a 
blow, but did not nor could not work. 
Secondly, 1 obſerved that induſtry and idle 
neſs were equally rewarded with blows ; for 
they would begin at one end of a parcel of 
men pulling at a rope, and whip till they 
came to the other end, without minding who 
pulls and who does not. And thirdly, I 
found that my continuance in ſuch a wicked 
family had brought me to a ſmack of their 
familiar fin, viz. ſwearing, though I was but 
very aukward at it, and my conſcience would 
always menace me for it. And I found alfo 
the deſire of itrong drink had gained ſome- 
what upon me, though I was not drunk with 
it at all, and had totally left the uſe of ſtrong 
drink before 1 left the ſhip. Now the con- 
ſideration of theſe and ſome other difficulties 
which I found in this place I lay obnoxious 
to, made me undertake that dangerous way of 
eſcape by ſwimming ; for I conſidered the 
danger before I ſet out; but on the 26th 
day of March 1704, I had drawn up a reſo- 


lution 
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lution that I would rid myſelf of this com- 
pany or loſe my life when night came. 
found it ſomething difficult to get away un- 
diſcovered, there being centinels afore and 
abaft, with muſquets loaded to ſhoot any one 
that ſhould attempt to run away, and likewiſe 
2 guard boat to row round the ſhip all night. 
I watched them till about ten o'clock at night, 
at which time finding the centinels pretty 
careleſs, and the guard boat a-hcad of the ſhip, 
] went down between decks and having beg: 
ged of God to carry me through that dange- 
rous enterprize and deliver me out of thoſe 
diſtreſfes, I went out of a port and ſwam 
with my ſhirt and breeches on right out to 
ſea before the wind, till I was clear of the 
| ſhip and guard boat, and then turned along 
ſhore awhile, and then wheeled more toward; 


the ſhore, but the ſeas beat over my head ſo 
faſt I could-hardly ſwim, and I thought beat 


me more out to ſca, whereupon I turned and 
ſwam right againſt the wind towards the ſhore, 
and after a conſiderable time got to one of 


Capt. Gillam's buoys, and reſted myſelf + 


while, and if I had known the ſhip I would 
have gone on board, but I aimed to ſwim to 
a Brigantine that lay in the road belonging 
to Boſton : Then 1 put off from Capt. Gil 
lam's buoy, and had not ſwam far before | 
ſaw a Shark, juſt as he took hold of my left 
hand, he pulled me under water in a moment, 
was very much ſurprized, and 
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+ thought of a knife I uſed to carry in my 
I pocket, but remembered I left it on board; 
then I kicked him ſeveral times with my right 
I foot, but that proving ineffectual I ſet my 
e foot againſt his mouth, intending to haul my 
ſe hand away or haul it off, and then he open- 
t. Jed his mouth a little and catch'd part of my 
t, foot into his mouth with my hand, and held 
ty them both together. Then I cried unto God 
p. (mentally) that he would have mercy on my 
g. ſoul, which I thought would ſoon be ſeperat- 
e· Jed from my body; but ſtill I did not leave 
e off ſtriving, but punched him with my right 
um band though to very little purpoſe; ar laſt 
to being almoſk drowned (for I was all the while 
he under water) I had almoſt left off ſtriving, 
ng end expecting nothing but preſent death, all 
rd t once my hand came looſe and alſo my foot, 
ſo nd fo finding myſelf clear of the fiſh I got 
cat p to the top of the water, and having a lit- 
dle cleared my ſtomach of water, I called out 
Tre, ſor help, and ſwam towards the neareſt ſhip, 
 offnd 1 quickly heard them muſtering to fit out 
' heir boat, which encouraged me to continue 
uldlny calling for help, thinking thereby they 
| tonight find me the ſooner, it being very dark; 
zingfhey came to me with all ſpeed and took me 
Gil-fnto their boat, and carried me to the ſhip's 
re Ide, where I ſaw they had a lanthorn, but 
leliſne blood turning juſt at that time, cauſed me 
leni be extreme ſick at my ſtomach, and my 
andſgut alſp left me, but I anſwered Capt. Gil; 
aght} ET” IE lam 
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ham to many queſtions while I was blind; 
then they faſtened a rope about me and haul'd 
me into the ſhip and carricd me into the lan. 
ſteerage, and after a while recovering my the 
fight Iaſked if there was any Doctor on board kin 
they faid yes, and pointed to Mr. Peter Cutlaſſ Ne: 
of Boſton, he then being Capt. Gillam's doo bad 
tor, I aſked him to cut off my mangled limb 46 
if he faw it needful, and he ſpake to the all. 
Captain about it but he would not allow off ,f - 
it, but ſent advice to the Milford of what had carr 
happened, and the Lieutenant ſent a boat ani pros 
fetch'd me aboard again, and the Doctor be nor 
ing aſhore he ſent for Doctor Cutler and ano of +; 
ther Doctor who came on board, and afte bod: 
a glaſs of wine they ordered I ſhould be tied run 
but upon my carneſt ſolicitation they forbor chat 
to tie me, and then Doctor Cutler performe pray 
the firſt amputation, which was my arm, an jjver: 
the other Doctor cut off part of my foot ma 
I endured extream pain all the while, and at the g 
ter they had drefled thoſe two wounds, the of et 
dreſſed three other fleſh wounds which II 
ceived at the ſame time, and the next day 
was carried on ſhore, where I remained with 
out appetite, and ſo full of pain, that 


but 
ror 


thought I did not ſleep three hours in thr: 
weeks; but at laſt, through God's gr Sand! 
goodneſs, the pain left me and my appetiſ 
was reſtored, and my wounds - healed wo! 
derful faſt, fo that in about four months n 


foot was hcaled vp, and I could go on ; 1 


6 


but it broke out again, and I could not tho- 
roughly heal it till [ got home to New-Eng- 


the time of this diſaſter. I received much 
kindneſs from many gentlemen. belonging to 
New-England, as well as from thoſe of Bar- 
bados, under thoſe difficulties, all which I 
deſire gratefully to acknowledge. But above 
all, I would acknowledge the great goodneſs 
of that God that ſupported me under and 
carried me through thoſe diſtreſſes, and has 
provided for me ever ſince, ſo that neither 1 
nor mine have wanted the neceſſary comforts 
of this life, notwithſtanding my inability of 
body for many employments. Thus having 
run through the molt obſervable paſſages of 
that diſaſter, I ſhall conclude, deſiring your 
prayers to God for me, that ſo ſignal a de- 
liverance may not be loſt upon me; and that 
I may, by believing and yielding obedience to 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, become a ſubje& 
of eternal as well as temporal ſalvation. 


Your humble ſervant, 


Samuel Jennings. 


gra4 Sandwich, Auguſt 8th, 1716. 
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land. I was about nineteen years of age at 
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